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trThe relationship belween right heart fitrlng pressure and

cardiac output in norrnal- individuals and in patients with

cardiovascular diseaserr.

EVer since Starling reported hi-s concept on the perfornance

of the heart there has been a diversion of opinion regarding

which factors that domi-nate in tite control of cardiac funolion,

Thls is partly due to the facf thaf concepts have been based

upon observations that were oblained from various laboratory

preparations and from man hir".rself , studled by diff erent technics.

The present paper concerns mainiy the effect of rapidly expanding

' the bloed voh.nne in normal man and in pati-enls vrith .'rherimatic
1

heart ..diseaee with special reference to the relationship between

changes in the right heart filling pressure and the cardiac output.

It was found that the expansion of the blood volume resulted in a

prompt arrd gradual j"ncrease in right hearl .filling pressure, while

' the cardiac output remained unchanged or increased s1ightly.

These findings imply thaN the perfomlance of the heart in man

isnot necessarily regulated by a Starlingrs type ofmechanism.
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