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Prof. Patrik Michel 
Head of The Stroke Center, Neurology 
Service, Neurosciences Department, 
and Director of The Neurology 
Inpatient Unit and Stroke Research 
Team, Centre Hospitalier Universitaire 
Vaudois (CHUV) and University of 
Lausanne. Founder and Director of the 
Acute STroke Registry and Analysis of 

Lausanne (ASTRAL). General Secretary of the European 
Stroke Organisation (ESO), Member of the Executive 
committee of the Swiss Stroke Society and the Swiss 
Stroke Unit Certification Commission. Section leader in 
stroke syndromes and neuroradiology at the European 
Master’s Programme for Stroke Medicine. Member 
of the Editorial Board of Stroke and the International 
Journal of Stroke. 
anticoagulation is resumed after intracranial 
haemorrhage, NOA are clearly the first choice, possibly 
in a reduced dose. 

Keynote Speakers
Thursday Evening
13:00-16:00 Registration

Seizures: Brain or heart? Syncope or epilepsy? 

16:00-17:00 Chair: Prof. Natan Bornstein, Chairman. Israel Neurological Association.
  Chair: Dr. Alex Gavish, Chairman. Israel Working Group on Cardiology in the Community.

16:00-16:05 Greetings
16:05-16:35 Transient loss of consciousness (syncope, epilepsy or none of the above).A neurologist 
approach 
  Prof. J. Gert van Dijk, Leiden University Medical Centre, The Netherlands.
16:35-17:00 How do I know if it is syncope or epilepsy? A cardiologist approach 
  Prof. Sami Viskin, Tel Aviv Medical Center.
17:00-17:15 Discussion
17:15-17:45 Coffee Meets Fruit (Brain Meets heart) brake

17:45-18:30 Chair: Prof. Sami Viskin, Tel Aviv Medical Center.
  Chair: TBA
  Cinema - club of syncope and epilepsy. See how it looks so you know what to ask.

17:45-18:00 Epilepsy caught on video
  Dr. Ilan Blatt, Sheba Medical Center.
18:00-18:30 Selected cases: What would you do?
  1. A young adult with nocturnal seizures.
  2. Long-history of loss of consciousness in a diver.
  3. Cerebellar calcification and loss of consciousness. 
  4. Recurrent “cardiac arrest.”

Friday morning.
What is the best strategy for preventing stroke in atrial fibrillation?
09:00-10:30 Chair: Dr. Ilan Kitzis, M.D.
  Chair: TBA (neurologist).

09:05-09:20 Prevent atrial fibrillation and you will prevent stroke. The role of dronedarone 
  Prof. Amos Katz, Barzilai Medical Center.
09:20-09:50 Prevent stroke with effective anticoagulation! The neurologist perspective. 
  Prof. Patrik Michel. Head of the Stroke Center, University of Lausanne, Switzerland.
09:50-10:10 Optimize anticoagulation.Use of the new oral anticoagulants in selected groups: 
  the elderly, the patient with renal failure, the patient with coronary disease 
  Prof. Doron Zahger, Soroka Medical Center.
10:10-10:30 Questions and answers on anticoagulation.
10:30-11:00 Coffee Meets Fruit (Brain Meets heart) brake 

11:00-12:30 Chair: David Luria, Hadassah Medical Center.
  Chair: TBA (neurologist)

11:00-11:30 Detect atrial fibrillation and prevent stroke.The role of implantable devices in detecting silent 
  atrial fibrillation and deciding when to treat (the late-breaking trial Crystal-AF) 
  Prof. Michael Glikson, Sheba Medical Center, Israel.
11:30-11:50 Forget oral anticoagulation and close the appendage. Left atrial appendage occlusion devices 
  Dr. Raphael Rosso, Tel Aviv Medical Center.
11:50-12:10 Orget all of the above. Ablate the atrial fibrillation and you will prevent stroke
  Dr. Ross Hunter, University of London.
12:10-12:45 So…what is the best way to prevent stroke in atrial fibrillation?
  Open discussion

Saturday morning.
10:30  TBA

Prof. J. Gert van Dijk 
Professor of Clinical 
Neurophysiology, Department 
of neurology, Leiden University 
Medical Centre in the 
Netherlands. Member of the 
Task Forces on Syncope of 

the European Society of Neurology (ESC) in 2001, 
2004 and 2009. Member of the Writing Group of 
the Guidelines on Syncope Units of the European 
Heart Rhythm Association (European Heart 
Rhythm Association, 2014). Chairman of the Dutch 
Autonomic Society. Tertiary referral for patients 
with syncope, transient loss of consciousness. 
Main interest: Syncope as one of the most dramatic 
disorders of the autonomic nervous system. 

Dr. Ross Hunter 
Consultant Cardiologist at Barts 
Health NHS Trust Clinical Senior 
Lecturer at Queen Mary, University 
of London. Editor in Chief at Cardiac 
Rhythm News. 


